
COMMUNITY INCLUDES CARING 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
Clarity, Character, Commitment, and Community—
those are the four “c’s” that go with Christ-
Centered living!  The Church has always been called 
to be a caring community (within the body of 
Christ) and also a community that cares about the community God 
has placed us in (the world around us).  That all sounds good, but 
how do we go about doing that practically? Continue on pages 1 & 2 

WINDWOOD CHURCH  

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
A few weeks back, I shared some of the story of 
what happened to the 56 signers of the 
Declaration of Independence.  I got quite a few requests for the 
information, so, here it is with just a bit more.  This comes from 
James Hewitt. Have you ever wondered what happened to those 
fifty-six men who signed the Declaration of Independence?  
Continue the story on page 4 

A120 FELLOWSHIP 
Prayer Group Contributor– Carol Woods 
We are usually patriotic all year round but July 4th 
gives us a chance to truly celebrate our country.  
We are blessed to live in a land that affords such 

freedom and opportunity, and that is so protected by such brave 
men and women. So, how do we celebrate July 4th?  I always 
think of flags, parades, BBQs, fireworks, picnics and red, white 
and blue. Read more on page 5 

A FUTURE & A HOPE 
A Future & A Hope - Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan 
Freedom – How free are you? . . .And what does 
that mean, anyway – to be free? Well, I suppose the 
answer to that depends on what kind or form of 
freedom one is referring to. You see, there are 

many forms of freedom… freedom from pain, freedom from 
emotional pain & spiritual freedom.   
Learn more on page 3 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT  
For the month of July, Community Outreach 
would like to highlight CareNet.   
Learn more on page 8 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY 
New July & August events are here! Be sure to 
check them out today!  
Find out more on pages 9-10 

FRIENDLY REMINDER WINDWOOD WILL BE 
CLOSED ON THURSDAY, JULY 4TH!  

GLOBAL MISSIONS 
Mission Council Contributor– Victor Schmidt 
The Global Missions Council is humbled and 
delighted to share with you some of what 
the Lord is accomplishing with your 
generous gifts serving The Great 
Commission. We are especially honored to 
share with you how the Council is 
distributing the gifts you shared from last 
fall’s Global Missions Concert.  
Learn more on page 6-7 



Community  
Includes Caring  

C 
larity, Character, Commitment, and Community—those are the four “c’s” that go with Christ-
Centered living!  The Church has always been called to be a caring community (within the body of 
Christ) and also a community that cares about the community God has placed us in (the world around 
us).  That all sounds good, but how do we go about doing that practically? 

 
The truth is that Windwood is a caring community, and there are many of our members who are involved in 
the Care Ministry here.  On the next page is a chart that shows the seven different and specific care ministries 
under the Congregational Care Council.  Did you know there is a Disaster Relief Plan for the next time we have 
flooding or widespread power-outages (as in the ice-storm a few years back) so we can call all of our members 
to check in and see if they need assistance? 
 
Or did you know there is a “meal-train” ministry to help deliver meals to those who have recently returned from a hospital stay and 
need a few meals brought to them to help with recovery?  Or if there is someone in the hospital that would like a visit and-or a prayer 
shawl?  Or members who are homebound and need to maintain that “common thread” with the family of faith?  Or did you know that 
we have a newborn ministry that helps provide for families when they bring that precious new life home for the first time?  And, of 
course, there is our prayer ministry, and also a group for just general concerns? 

 
Aside from knowing about these ministries (most of which have been in place for quite some 
time) the real question is, do you know how to access these ministries?  That what we want to 
make clear, because we cannot help when we don’t know who needs the help.  So the most 
important part of understanding the Care Ministries at Windwood, is how to access them!  And it 
all starts with sending an e-mail to care@windwoodpc.org (well, actually, you could also call the 
church office and speak to someone!).  This e-mail (even if you call in) is our “clearing-house” for 
information.  You see, even if you don’t know the specifics of what help is available, if you let us 
know what the need is, we’ll take it from there!  But, again, we can’t help if we don’t know about 
the need. 
 
And that is why we cannot emphasize the following enough—you don’t have to be the one in 
need to let us know!  Often, when people are struggling, they are reluctant, or just don’t think 
about, contacting the church!  But “the church” is not the institution, it’s the people—so if you 
know about their need (and you are part of the church), please send us an e-mail (or call) and let 

the Care Ministries folks know about it!  We know that a lot of our folks are pretty self-sufficient and will often tell us thanks, but they 
don’t need additional help, but we want to at least be able to make the offer!  Caring and connection are an essential part of 
community! 
 
And this is not limited to “members” of Windwood, but to the friends and neighbors of our members in our community!  Does that 
mean I could call about my next door neighbor who just got home from the hospital and needs some meals?  YES!  Caring for the 
community (the world around us) is as much a call for us as caring for our community of faith!  But we can’t act on information we 
don’t have! 
 
So, please, look over the chart, and the next time you, or a friend or neighbor needs some caring—e-mail or call us and let us know.  It 
is not a problem if we get multiple notices about the same situation—it is a problem when we don’t get any!  So, error on the side of 
letting us know!  We have people who are ready, willing, and able to help, but none of them have a crystal ball!  We need to hear from 
you so we can be the caring community God as called us to be.  Give it a try.  It does make a difference.  
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A Future & A Hope  

Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan 
On behalf of the A Future and a Hope Ministries Team 

F 
reedom – How free are you? . . .And what does that mean, anyway – to be free? Well, I suppose 
the answer to that depends on what kind or form of freedom one is referring to. You see, there 
are many forms of freedom. Freedom from pain – to be pain free, as in after an injury or illness 
that caused physical pain. Then there is freedom from emotional pain, like when we find 

ourselves in an unhappy relationship, and things change for the better; the relationship heals – and we 
are, once again, free from emotional pain. Then there is spiritual freedom – or being set free from the 
lies of this world and entering the truth of God’s love with all the joys and peace that come with that 
kind of freedom.  
 

There is also a general meaning to the concept of freedom. In its noun form, it has been defined as the 
power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or restrain. In a governmental context, it can mean the 
absence of subjection to foreign domination or a despotic government – or the state of not being imprisoned or enslaved.  
 

In the counseling ministry, we often encounter situations where people believe they are enslaved by their circumstances – or by 
an unhappy relationship. We have also met those who are in the grasp of substance abuse or emotional or personality disorders 
that can cause them to feel imprisoned and trapped – not free to experience joy – the joy that God intends for His children.      
 

In truth, the freedom we seek; the freedom that God has planned for us for all eternity is referred to in many places in God’s 
Word to us. One such example is found in Galatians 5:1. It says, “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” The ‘yoke of slavery’ spoken of here is exactly what we encounter as we observe the pain 
of some of our clientele in their struggles to be free.  
 

One such situation has been particularly difficult to watch and deal with. The difficulty was in seeing the pain, understanding that 
the answer is to be found in Christ alone – and ultimately witnessing the unwillingness of the client to surrender to to God’s plan 
for their life, choosing instead, to follow their own way of dealing with the brokenness of their circumstances.   
 

It has been said by one of our counselors – and experienced many times to hold a lot of truth – that we could, by God’s grace, 
help to heal one hundred percent of the relationships and brokenness we encounter, except for one thing. That thing is Free 
Will! – While we are aware that God gives us free will for one important reason; so that we may freely choose Him, the challenge 
of the gift of free will lies in the surrender and humility required to choose God’s will and plan for us, and not leaning on our own 
understanding. The choice is ours – and sadly, pride can often get in the way for many of us, causing us to choose to go our own 
way, turning our back on God’s call to trust Him and His plan for us.  
 

In order that we would have freedom, God paid the ultimate price of sacrificing His own Son, Jesus Christ. Our hope of freedom 
lies in Christ alone. . .And that freedom was, indeed, not free! That fact alone, is reason enough to place all our trust in God’s plan 
for us to give us the freedom for which Christ has set us free. We are called to stand firm in confidence that God’s knowledge is 
supreme – and ours is often flawed by our pride, self-centeredness and greed.  
 

As we enter the season of the year where we celebrate the freedom that was hard-won for us by the founding fathers of this 
great nation, there are some important connections to God’s Word to us relative to freedom. The freedom we enjoy as a nation, 
was also hard-won by the blood, sweat and tears of the many sacrificed for our sake of the freedom God has given us.  
 

Our prayer for you as you celebrate Independence Day, is that you remember that your independence is a precious gift that is 
primarily based on your dependence on the One Who gave it all for us! 
 

 Happy summer – and a blessed celebration of your freedom in Christ! 
In His love and to His glory, 



THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 
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They gave us an independent America. 

Can we keep it?”  

 

And for those who think that the Church 

(which is not first the institution of the 

Church, but the people) should stay out 

of politics, James Hewitt has this 

reminder. 
 

Christianity and patriotism have much in common. It is significant 

to note that:  
 

Our patriotic hymn, "My Country, 'Tis of Thee," was written by a 

Baptist clergyman, Samuel Francis Smith.  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was written in 1892 by a 

Baptist minister, Francis Bellamy.  

 

The words, "In God We Trust," carried on all of our coins, are 

traced to the efforts of the Rev. W. R. Watkinson of Ridleyville, 

Pennsylvania. His letter of concern, addressed to the Hon. S. P 

Chase, was dated November 13, 1861. Seven days later Mr. Chase 

wrote to James Pollock, Director of the U.S. Mint as follows:  
 

"No nation can be strong except in the strength of God, or safe 

except in His defense. The trust of our people in God should be 

declared on our national coins. Will you cause a device to be 

prepared without delay with a motto expressing in the finest and 

tersest words possible, this national recognition."  
 

The president of the College of New Jersey, the Reverend John 

Witherspoon (Presbyterian), was the only clergyman to sign the 

Declaration of Independence.  
 

He is too much forgotten in our history books: John Witherspoon 

had a far-reaching influence on democracy. He had personally 

taught several of the signers of the document, and nine of them 

were graduates of the little college over which he presided at 

Princeton.  
 

When he took up his pen to put his name to the document, 

Witherspoon declared: "There is a tide in the affairs of men, a 

spark. We perceive it now before us. To hesitate is to consent to our 

own slavery. That noble instrument upon the table, that insures 

immortality to its author, should be subscribed this very morning 

by every pen in this house. He that will not respond to its accents, 

and strain every nerve to carry into effect its provisions, is 

unworthy of the name of free man. For my own part, of property I 

have some; of reputation, more. That reputation is staked, that 

property is pledged on the issue of this contest; and although these 

gray hairs must soon descend into the sepulcher, I would infinitely 

rather that they descend thither by the hand of the executioner than 

desert at this crisis the sacred cause of my country."  
 

Happy Birthday America! 

The Soli Deo Gloria! 

A 
 few weeks back, I shared some of the story of what happened 

to the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence.  I got 

quite a few requests for the information, so, here it is with just 

a bit more.  This comes from James Hewitt. 
 

Have you ever wondered what happened to those fifty-six men who signed 

the Declaration of Independence?  
 

Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured before 

they died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their 

sons in the Revolutionary Army, another had two sons captured. Nine 

fought and died from wounds or the hardships of the Revolutionary War.  
 

What kind of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. 

Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners, 

men of means, well educated. But they signed the Declaration of 

Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they 

were captured.  
 

They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred 

honor.  
 

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships 

swept from the seas by the British navy. He sold his home and properties to 

pay his debts and died in rags.  
 

Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to 

move his family almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay, 

and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, 

and poverty was his reward.  
 

Vandals or soldiers or both looted the properties of Ellery, Clymer, Hall, 

Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton.  
 

At the Battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British 

General Cornwallis, had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. 

The owner quietly urged General George Washington to open fire, which 

was done. The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.  
 

Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his 

wife and she died within a few months.  
 

John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their 

thirteen children fled for their lives. His fields and gristmill were laid 

waste. For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home 

after the war to find his wife dead, his children vanished. A few weeks later 

he died from exhaustion and a broken heart.  
 

Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates.  
 

Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These 

were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. These were soft-spoken men 

of means and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. 

Standing tall, straight and unwavering, they pledged: "For the support of 

this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and 

our sacred honor."  
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120 Fellowship  

W 
e are usually patriotic all year round but July 4th gives us a chance to 
truly celebrate our country.  We are blessed to live in a land that affords 
such freedom and opportunity, and that is so protected by such brave 
men and women. 

 
So, how do we celebrate July 4th?  I always think of flags, parades, BBQs, fireworks, 
picnics and red, white and blue. 
 
In my neighborhood when my children were growing up there was always a parade during the day with wagons, 
flags, and children.  The children organized the whole thing.  Then, at night we sat outside in the muggy Houston 
weather and watched the fireworks at Meyerland Plaza.  Such sweet and simple times.  And, of course, on 
Sunday we listened to the patriotic music and praised the freedom we have and thanked God for as well as our 
country and our leaders. 

 
Our country and its people need to unite and celebrate 
together especially in this complicated environment in which 
we are living.  Independence Day brings people together in a 
way not many holidays can.  The 4th of July is of national 
importance.  We are still a fairly young country and our original 
birthday was not that long ago.  The original 13 colonies 
banded together to declare war on Britain and also signing the 
Declaration of Independence.  Our Founding Fathers knew it 
would be difficult and full of dangers and risk to themselves 
and their families but the importance of the country was 
greater than one person. 
 

In the Bible the Lord repeatedly instructed the people to remember where they came from and how they got to 
where they are.  This day and month would be a great time to do that with our history.  Do a little research into 
that period of our history and on the 4th and during the whole month explore how indebted we are to these men 
and their families.  Select good material that explores what happened to the men who placed their signatures 
on that document, knowing how small their colonies’ resources were against an immensely superior power.  But 
their knowledge of the Bible, their faith in God, their knowledge about empires and the time to take a stand 
guided their decision.   
 
Overall, this is a day of patriotism and pride for the United States of America.  It’s a large birthday party which all 
Americans can enjoy.  So along with the food, fun, gatherings and parades do some reflecting on what the day is 
really all about.  Let’s unite and celebrate our patriotism and love of country in a big way. 
 

Let the fireworks begin. 
      Happy Fourth of July, 

                    Carol Woods  
for the Prayer Group/Prayer Chain 



Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. I always pray for you, and I make my requests with a heart full  
of joy because you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 

Philippians 1: 3-6  
 

T 
he Global Missions Council is humbled and delighted to share with you some of what the Lord is accomplishing 
with your generous gifts serving The Great Commission. We are especially honored to share with you how the 
Council is distributing the gifts you shared from last fall’s Global Missions Concert.  
 

The Council initially held the money in reserve until Windwood’s 2019 finances became clearer. This was to assure that 
commitments to our existing full-time missionaries would be maintained. After March assured us that our full-time 
missionaries were cared for, it was time to begin sharing your gifts with our secondary missionaries, those we want to 
support but can’t support regularly. We have and will be distributing the money quarterly throughout this year, and 
sending it to where the Lord’s work needs additional support.  
 
Initial supplements have already gone out. We praise the Lord for the work He is doing through Windwood’s generosity! 
Now exciting news from three of your Mission Fields –  
 
Witnessing Ministries of Christ:  The lady in the pink saree arrives in Pavitrasthan (India) with others on the third of the 
Nine Days of Resurrection. This pilgrimage is an Easter tradition of the village Christians in the Exodus Presbyterian Church - 
India.  

 
Her burden is heavy and unknown to the staff, though her story is a common one in the 
poor and rejected Dalit (outcaste) community. She traveled a long way because she 
seeks a new path. Emerging from millennia of oppression and isolation, she hopes for a 
connection, a way to express herself. She sits at the back of the crowd and prays for all 
the things in her broken heart. 
 
Shalini Jessica Barister (a teacher and main translator) writes, “The lady in the pink 
saree was unable to read and write and she wants me to write down her prayer. I ask 
her name, but she does not tell me. She is brokenhearted and needs peace in her 
family.” 

 
“Her husband is a drunk; she has four children, two sons and two daughters. Both sons are married but they hate each 
other. The older daughter is married, but she has no child 
because her in-laws torture her. Her young(est) daughter is 
unmarried and the family is looking for the perfect groom.”  
 
“I heard her carefully and wrote down her prayer. I consoled her 
with 1 Peter 5:7 ‘Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 
for you.’ I told her to leave all your worries and problems on the 
Lord Jesus Christ because he is here as your Savior. He will save 
you from all your problems. You keep on praying and you will 
see the result in your prayers. After this, she relaxed and 
hugged me and I realized that she was filled with joy.” 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS  
HELP OPEN HEARTS  

AND MEET NEEDS  
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School starts in July. When the children arrive, they receive supplies including uniforms; 
the cost is $3,500. I will apply your donation to this (your Council sent some money to 
help meet this need).   
 
The children feel so nice and smart in these beautiful clothes. Because they are 
uniforms, everyone is equal. Soon the children feel much better and ready to learn 
because of the Christian environment (and) their focus on faith and education. 
 
Mission Bangladesh: Praise our God, our Lord, for His marvelous and wonderful works. 
In spite of death threats, fears, and persecutions people are drawing closer to God 
every day. Many are opening their hearts to the Lord every day.  
 
This month (May) a new place has been opened for the Lord. A godly man opened his 
property and facilities for the Lord’s teaching, preaching, and sharing of the gospel with 
the surrounding villagers. We have been sharing the gospel with them and giving 
Bibles. Now we have a regular meeting with different age groups. We have a Women’s 
group, Men’s group and Young boys and girls group, and they are coming from the 

surrounding villages. It's a miraculous opening. We felt the Lord is working. There are 45 students are in our Bible school 
getting training. 
 
Mission Bangledesh has asked for an additional 1,000 Bibles for 
distribution. Your Council will consider a gift to support this need. 
 
 
NOVO (CRM Ministeries): Greetings from Riga, Latvia; Latvia is in the 
same neighborhood with Sweden, Lithuania, Estonia, and Russia. We 
(met) with a key Latvian leader, Peteris. He founded the Baltic Global 
Initiative, which mobilizes and trains Latvians, Estonians, and 
Lithuanians to play their role in God's mission to the world. We’ll also 
(meet with) all the Novo supervisors and team leaders for Ethne. 24 
people arrived from Cambodia, Germany, Serbia, South Africa and 
many other places, including some high security countries that we 
can’t mention. 
 
Please pray that our staff won’t run into any obstacles and that their families would do well in their absence, and that our 
time together would be both encouraging and useful for these leaders, also that Bobby (Booze) would lead and facilitate 
the conversations well. 

 
The Lord Jesus is using your gifts to open hearts, heal families, and spread His truths to all! 

Victor Schmidt  
Deacon,Global Missions Council 

 
 

 
 

 

https://crmleaders.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f011b8c8f54a82e254f692734&id=48ac1b31a8&e=a66e4242f0
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Mark Your Calendars  
& Join Us!  
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Mark Your Calendars  
& Join Us!  



- WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COUNCILS - 
Larry Zajicek, Clerk of Session   

 

Adult Discipleship - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  / Elder: Dave Smith  
Deacons: Rhonda Douglas & Lee Ann Ridgley 

  

Common Calling Groups - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour / Elder:  
Deacons: Harold Merkel & Stella King 

  

Community Outreach - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  Elder: Jim McDill / Deacon: Daren Toland 
  

Congregational Care - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Sandra Samoska  
Deacons: Nita Hale, Marian Darnell,  Tamara Willer & Inna Pratt 

  

Finance - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph & Mickey Martin / Elder: Bobby Hale 
  

Higher Courts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: David Bell 
  

Kids’ Ministry - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Bitsa Romer  
Deacon: Ricky Pagnozzi & Karen Samoska 

 

Men’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Brent Blake / Deacons: Brock Linares 
  

Global Missions - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Kim Ballew 
Deacon:  Ray Ramer, John Sabey & Victor Schmidt  

  

Personnel - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Charlie Cox  / Deacon: Melissa Blessinger 
  

Property - Staff Liaison: Phil Robertson / Elder: Randall Etnyre / Deacon: Mark Hamilton & Jim Stimson 
  

Renewal Ministries - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan  Elder: Mike Sabotta / Deacon: Nonnie Smith 
  

Women’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour Elder: Shala Sommers  
 

Worship & Arts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Jeanan Jackson / Deacon:  Ray Moore 
  

Youth Ministry - Staff Liaison: Ryan Reitzammer / Elder: Brandi Emerson  
Deacons: Emmy Bates, Ryan Emerson & Michele Peterson 

   

-TRUSTEES- 
John Rudinger, Bobby Hale & Scott Johnson 

-  WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF - 
Rev. Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan, Assistant Pastor 
 

Rachel Bragg, Office Manager & Publications 
 

Dan Rudolph,  Ministry Assistant to Rev. Rudolph 
 

Meredith Ridenour, Director of Community Development  
 

Ryan Reitzammer, Youth Ministry Director  
 

Katie Miler, Kid’s Ministry Director 
 

Cindy King, Ministry Assistant 
 

Phil Robertson, Property Manager 
 

Kerbi Blake, Receptionist 
 

Mickey Martin, Finance 
 

Joseph Akers, Music & Worship Director 
 

Bonnie Hernandez, Handbell Choir Director  
 

John Hemmenway, Organist 
 

Alison Schmidt, Pianist 
 

Michelle Asous, Adventure Preschool Director 
 

Janice Melcher, Adventure Preschool Assoc. Director 
 

Kim Watson, Provost of Kardia Christian Academy 
 

JoEllis McCall, Principal of  Kardia Christian Academy 

WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
10555 Spring Cypress Rd. 

Houston, TX 77070 
281-378-4040 / windwoodpc.org 


