
IT ALL STARTS WITH PRAYER 
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
We are the light of the world – that’s what Jesus 
told us as his followers.  We might have been much 
happier if he had said we could be the light, or we 
might be the light, but instead he said we are the 
light of the world!  See page 1 

MARRIAGE 365  
N’Rich Marriage Ministry –Renee Writt 
Does Falling Out of Love Justify Divorce? 
Have you heard a friend, a family member, a 

colleague, or anyone say, “I’m getting a divorce because I don’t 
love him or her anymore?” Continued on page 6 

CHANGE THAT IS WORTH CELEBRATING 
Executive Pastor - Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins  
Windwood’s faith community is changing once 
again as we get ready to welcome some of its 
newest into membership. Continued on page 2 
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COLLISION OR CONFLUENCE  
Senior Pastor - Rev. Kevin C. Rudolph 
When I look back, it turns out that I started 
writing this particular column in October of 2012.  

My concern back then was that too many Christians had adopted 
the ‘popular’ idea that our society has taken on of ‘the separation 
of Church and State’.  Find out more page 4 

A120 FELLOWSHIP 
Prayer Group Leader– Ann Miller 
 Recently I was feeling a little down as I kept 
hearing of growing opposition to Christians and 
their message in the news—nationally and 
internationally.  I needed some encouraging perspective and the 
Lord graciously reminded me…. Continued on page 5 

A FUTURE & A HOPE 
A Future & A Hope - Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan 
Recently, my husband and I attended a fundraising 
event for Star of Hope, as the guests of some of 
our friends. It was a wonderful evening with 
testimonials of some of the people who have been 
helped by this important ministry in our community. It inspired 
many of us in attendance… Continue on page 3 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Eggstravaganza and so much more! Be sure to mark 
these dates so you won’t miss a thing! See 12-14 

YOUTH MINISTRY DATES  
Youth Ministry Director - Ryan Reitzammer  
We had a great time at the beautiful Mo Ranch 
with our high school ministry! We had 38 
participants and spent time, bonding with music, 

games, Bible study and great food! See page 8 

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT  
For the month of March, Community Outreach 
would like to highlight Shield Bearers. Shield 
Bearers is a family counseling program that 
promotes individual growth and development, preserves and 
enriches marriages and strengthens and unites families.  Shield 
Bearer’s counseling expertise lies in Marriage and Family 
Counseling and Trauma Recovery. The unique and innovative 
Marriage Intensive is saving 9 out of 10 troubled 
marriages.  Their trauma specialists work with survivors of 
human trafficking. veterans, crime victims and their 
families.  Learn more on page 9 

GOD OPENS A WIDE DOOR 
Mission Bangladesh - Victor Schmidt  
Such wonderful, encouraging words, filled with 
promise, and so dependent on our individual 
response. Jesus offers himself, but we must respond. This is  
the message of Mission Bangladesh: offering Jesus and  
walking through the open door of people’s lives in  
southwestern Bangladesh. Learn more on page 7 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY - ONE SERVICE 
MARCH 24, 2019 - 10:00 AM   
Brunch served after! See page 11 

LENTEN STUDIES 
Join us in a Church Wide Prayer Challenge and 
more! See page 10 



W 
e are the light of the world – that’s what Jesus told us as his followers.  We might 
have been much happier if he had said we could be the light, or we might be the light, 
but instead he said we are the light of the world!  And as a city on a hill cannot be 
hidden, we must accept the role of spiritual leadership that this gives us.  Influence, 

plus responsibility, equals leadership!  We have an influence on those around us.  And God has called 
us to be the presence of his Kingdom wherever he has placed us! 
 

So, how do we influence people?  There are many ways, but for us as Christians, we need to 
recognize that this all starts with prayer.  As S.D. Gordon once said, “You can do more than pray after 
you pray, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed.”  Why is that? 
 

First, God’s work is precisely that – God’s work.  He has invited us to join him in his work, not to do it for him.  Prayer is 
where we need to start, not that God needs our advice, or guidance, or information.  Far from it – we need to hear from 
him far more than he needs to hear from us!  As someone once said, “Pray without ceasing” is not the same as “Talking 
without ceasing”! 
 

So, how do we learn to ‘listen’ to God?  I hope you will not be too disappointed when I tell you there is no ‘formula’ for that.  
And that is not a ‘bait and switch’ kind of con game.  When we want to ‘figure out how prayer works’ we are starting with a 
utilitarian approach to God that is doomed to failure.  God does not want to be ‘used’ any more than we should want God 
to ‘use’ us.  We are not ‘means to an end’ but an end in ourselves.  If I am asking the question, ‘how can I get my wife to do 
what I want her to do’ than I am asking a question that has nothing to do with a loving relationship, but instead a utilitarian 
question of how I can use her to accomplish my will.  Do we really want to be in relationships like that? 
 

Prayer is first, a function of our relationship with God.  If we trust him, we will talk with him, and we will trust that he will 
communicate with us too.  God made us so that he could love us and that we could love him back.  He did not make us to 
get something done, but to be able to include us in this wonderful thing called ‘living’ that he is always about.  He wants 
you before he ever wants anything from you.  And whatever happens in this life, he has guaranteed you another one that 
will last forever and be free from sin, sickness, and death!  All of this is where we start with God – each day, and even each 
moment! 
 

Prayer is first about being at peace with God.  What is keeping you from that peace?  Let that be the first thing you talk with 
him about!  Begin with where you think your heart is and be open to discovering that your heart may in fact be somewhere 
quite different from what you initially thought.  Stop trying to figure out what you think you ‘should’ say to God and be 
honest with him.  He knows your heart better than you do anyway!  Seek his peace for your troubled heart and ask him to 
help you trust that he loved you before you asked, and even whether you asked or not.  When you can finally stop trying to 
manipulate him, you can find some of the peace you need to be able to hear what he is trying to say to you. 
 

God is not playing a game of hide and seek with us, he is waiting for us to learn to trust him and believe he has loved us 
first.  This is where prayer begins.  And working with God always begins with prayer! 
 

During Lent, I want to invite you to join me in a prayer challenge!  The challenge is to learn how to pray in a whole different 
way.  No formula – relationship.  Sign up on the website and join me for 40 days of prayer before Easter and discover a 
whole new approach to a relationship of prayer with the God who loves you – and has great things in store for you each 
day! 

It All Starts With  
Prayer  
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W 
indwood’s faith community is changing once again as we get ready to welcome some 
of its newest into membership.  
 
See, enfolding new people into our midst brings change, for new people bring new 

ideas, various ministry passions, and different personalities, gifts and skills.   
 
In Revelation 21, Jesus proclaims, “Behold, I am making all things new.” The context is His return, 
when He will usher in a new heaven and a new earth.  And yet, we don’t have to look far to see that 
Jesus is making things new in the here and now.  Whenever someone moves from unbelief to faith, 

they are forever changed--they are made new. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 
In the same way, when new people join a church, the church changes. It becomes new.  It is the job of the church “that 
was” to realize and embrace the church “that now is.”  For it is new. It has changed. It has grown.  Thus, for those of us 
who have been here “for a spell”, we have the opportunity to embrace both the change and newness of life that God 
brings. Ministry leaders and team members (maybe even stepping out of one’s comfort zone) have the privilege of getting 
to know our newest, inviting them in, giving them a place, making room for them.  This means not only sharing in the 
implementation of ministry but also sharing in the dreaming and planning stages.  
 
So… Mark your calendars, for a special Celebration Service, March 24 at 10am.  We will not only welcome new members 
who have found Windwood to be home, but we will worship together in one service.  We will celebrate the new life 
symbolized in baptism, the spiritual growth that comes through a process of student confirmation, and the new elders and 
deacons who are moving into leadership roles. 
 
Finally, if you are new to Windwood and do not yet have a church home, we invite you to consider making this one yours.  
There’s always room. Just let us know of your interest. 
 

God’s best to you, 
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Change That Is Worth  
Celebrating  



R 
ecently, my husband and I attended a fundraising event for Star of Hope, as the guests of 
some of our friends. It was a wonderful evening with testimonials of some of the people who 
have been helped by this important ministry in our community. It inspired many of us in 
attendance to take out our checkbooks to help support this work. God is about doing some 

amazing healing through the efforts of the dedicated workers of Star of Hope. All of this was a 
powerful reminder to me about the need to go where God leads us, doing the work He has called us to 
do for His Kingdom. Our obedience on our journey through this life can lead us to our eternal reward. 
 

Earlier in the same week, I was blessed to hear a local businessman give his testimony at a luncheon, 
telling of how God had impacted his life in some truly remarkable ways, sharing how this business 

mission statement begins with a commitment to “Honor God in All We Do.” I was also, in that same week, present at a Prayer 
Breakfast, and heard from some of our local politicians about how God is inspiring their governmental leadership to cause them 
to desire to glorify Him, as they remain obedient to His call, even in the face of some strong opposition.  
 

The point is that, even though the culture in which we live can seem somewhat out of step with God’s will and God’s plans for 
us, there are still some people and some places where His directives to us are, indeed, getting through! There are some among 
us who are listening – and responding in obedience. The beauty of what comes from this obedience is something to behold! 
Lives are changed, blessings abound, God’s people get healed and God is glorified.  
 

It seems that the Creator of the universe delights in blessing us – in healing our brokenness. In the call we have answered at A 
Future and a Hope Ministries, we see, first hand, what God is about, as He heals and restores lives that may have once seemed 
beyond hope. As we prepare to make a critical “next step,” moving into the new counseling building that God – through 
Windwood’s love and generosity – is building for us, it give us great reason to celebrate and be encouraged. We are encouraged 
to keep moving forward to work along side Him and one another in the healing process of those who come, seeking the peace, 
joy and wholeness God has always planned for each one of us.  
 

As we continue this work, it is apparent that we cannot do this alone. First and foremost, we need God’s help and 
encouragement, grace, and blessings. We need the love and support of our family of faith. – And we need partners, to come 
alongside us, providing the opportunity to continue to deliver the care, hope and healing that is essential to that life God has 
planned for His people.  
 

To that end, we are busy putting the final planning details on our 
SECOND ANNUAL AFAH GOLF TOURNAMENT! This year we will hold 
this event at the beautiful High Meadow Ranch Golf Club on May 13, 
2019, with a start time of 8:30 AM! 
 

In particular, we are looking for sponsor partners and individuals and 
teams to sign up to play, enjoy fellowship, all the while supporting 
this important work God is doing in our community.  
 

His love is all around us, friends – Our challenge to help make us 
ready to receive the joy and peace of this life, is to notice His many 
blessings of love – even in our struggles and the pain that this life can often bring us.  
 

In all seasons, have hope and trust in the Love that saves us and provides for us – this spring seasons, and always! 
 

Have a blessed Easter and spring! 
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A Future & A Hope  

Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan 
On behalf of the A Future and a Hope Ministries Team 

High Meadow Golf Club House 



COLLISION  
OR CONFLUENCE  
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W 
hen I look back, it turns out that I started writing this 
particular column in October of 2012.  My concern back 
then was that too many Christians had adopted the 
‘popular’ idea that our society has taken on of ‘the 

separation of Church and State’.  That idea of the separation of Church 
and State was one that was being taught back when I was in High 
School, so much so that most people assumed (and still assume) that 
it is part of the Constitution, when in fact, it is not. 
 
The ‘separation of Church and State’, as I tried to point out then, is an 
idea that grows out of Martin Luther’s approach to the relationship of 
Church and State.  Luther felt that the Bible taught that ‘rulers’ were 
ordained by God and therefore were to represent His ‘arm for justice’ 
in the world, whereas the Church was to be God’s ‘arm for grace’, and 
therefore were relatively ‘separate’ spheres with regards to society.  
Luther recognized that in this fallen world, some ‘rulers’ might end up 
being bad, and certainly, when one of those ‘rulers’ (king, emperor, or 
parliament) started ordering things contrary to God’s Word, that the 
Christian would end up in a conflict between which to obey.  He 
referred to this as a paradox that would have to be resolved by the 
Christian, but that when the ‘ruler’ was ordering things clearly 
contrary to God’s Word, the Christian had the right to resist the ‘ruler’ 
or ‘state’. 
 
Still, Luther’s approach resulted (specifically in World War II with the 
Lutheran Church’s hands off approach with the Nazis) in a very passive 
attitude toward what the ‘state’ was doing—until it was far too late. 
 
Early American politics borrowed much more from the Presbyterian 
Church’s approach to politics, particularly leading up to the 
Revolutionary War.  John Knox, the founder of the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland, argued that Scriptures teach us that when the 
‘ruler’ or ‘state’ starts enacting and enforcing laws contrary to God’s 
Word (and law), that the Christian not only had the right to resist, he 
had the responsibility to revolt.  Hence, the Declaration of 
Independence begins, “When in the course of human events it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them to another …”  Believing that nations 
(governments) must all answer to God, Christians have not only a 
right, but a specific responsibility to be involved in society and its 
politics.  No separation of Church and State here, but instead, the 
Church (the people and the institution) was to be the ground for the 
morality that must underlie all politics—or put in another way, that 
Christians, and the Church (in all its forms) should be the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world!  This was seen as more than a right, 
but as a responsibility. 
 
Was this unanimously agreed upon?  No, but it was obviously the 
argument that carried the day, and the American Revolution set in 
place a government that recognized that “… all men are created 
equal, and endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights 
…” which must be recognized by any government to be considered 
legitimate.  Sadly, from the outset, allowing slavery to exist in America 
meant the seeds of that hypocrisy would haunt this noble experiment, 
but this too serves as an example of how morality must undergird 

government—government cannot be a source 
of that morality, because it is always a product 
of it, not the source. 
 
But in separating ‘Church and State’ we have 
ended up with a government whose ‘morality’ is 
being determined by popular vote, and that is to 
have no morality at all.  The vote of the New York State Legislature last 
month allowing abortion up to the moment of birth is but the latest 
example.  This is the result of years of moving away from any real moral 
grounding to a relatively based idea that majority vote determines truth.  
And nothing could be further from the truth.  All those in favor of gravity, 
say ‘aye’, all those who oppose—float! 
 
So, what do we do?  Christians need to recognize that we all have a dual 
citizenship—we are citizens of the Kingdom of God—first and foremost.  
Then, we are also citizens of some particular kingdom of this world.  It is 
our responsibility to be good citizens of both.  If there should be a conflict 
between the two, then the Kingdom of God has to win our allegiance.  But 
even when there is not a conflict, it was, and is, our responsibility to be 
participating in the society where God has placed us—including its politics.  
And that starts with bringing our Christian morality to the arena of politics.  
No more being silent, and no more ignoring what is going on.  We have 
lost our ‘saltiness’ in our society, and we have turned the corner of Church 
and State into a collision, when it should be a confluence.  We are called to 
be the ‘leaven in the loaf’ (to use another Biblical metaphor) and to 
change the character and nature of the society in which God has placed 
us. 
 
This does not mean turning the Church into a political party.  Christianity 
transcends all politics, governments, and causes.  But even as it 
transcends them, it should also be transforming them into places and 
examples of the Kingdom of God. 
 
But, enough theory, what does this mean?  I hope it means that we have 
learned over the years that it is time we learn to live out our dual 
citizenship.  If the laws of our land do not match the laws of God, we will 
all pay the price, because it is true for societies as it is for individuals, that 
we do not break God’s laws, we break ourselves on God’s laws. 
 
And this is the key point.  The Church cannot become a political party or 
the arm of a political party because politics is always about the temporal—
the here and now.  At best, the “State” can provide a just society, but it 
does not carry the message of salvation—that belongs solely to the 
Church.  But violating God’s laws is never a neutral situation.  We must 
exhibit the presence of the Kingdom of God in our lives, and we should 
work for the exhibition of the Kingdom of God in our society.  These are 
the “good works” which people are to see us doing that will bring glory to 
our Heavenly Father. 
 
So, keep an eye out.  Practical application must follow theory.  Its time for 
the Corner of Church and State to be a confluence and not a conflict! 
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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120 Fellowship  

R 
ecently I was feeling a little down as I kept hearing of 
growing opposition to Christians and their message in the 
news—nationally and internationally.  I needed some 
encouraging perspective and the Lord graciously 

reminded me of two examples of how he marvelously works behind 
the scene. 
 
In the past: As we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this month, we are 
reminded of how mysteriously God works.  Patrick actually was 
English and, at the age of 16, with several companions, was 
kidnapped by Irish pirates.  (This was in the fifth century.) He was 
taken to Ireland where he served as a slave to a Druid chieftain, 
who put him to work feeding swine for 6 years.  In the forest where 
he was in servitude his barely clothed body endured cold and his 
stomach endured hunger.  Altho his father was a pastor of a British 
church he was actually a willful and rebellious youth.  However, 
during those 6 years of enslavement he remembered what his 
father had said to him, “Patrick, there is a God, and He is a God who 
is able to deliver you.  Do not forget that.”  And he remembered, 
recalling the many teachings of his father.  Like the prodigal son in 
the parable, “he came to his senses”* and committed his life wholly 
to the Lord Jesus Christ.  As he grew in his faith during those years, 
he made a deep impact upon those he met—they referred to him as 
that “holy youth.” 
 
Then one night he had a dream in which the voice told him “Behold, 
your ship is ready.”  He left the swine and was miraculously guided 
thru 200 miles of forest to a beach where there was a ship.  He 
begged for passage.  Though rejected at first, he was taken aboard 
to travel to Gaul and later reunited with his family.  He was now 22 
and a rugged young man.  He tried to forget his terrible experience 
but the people of Ireland kept coming back to his mind.  Then, 
twenty years later, he had another dream.  This time he saw Irish 
Druids standing on the beach and looking toward England saying, 
“We beseech thee holy youth to come and walk once more among 
us.”  He considered that to be God’s call on his life.   
 
For the next 30 years he crisscrossed Ireland.  He challenged the 
Druid chieftains, realizing he had to go directly to the centers of 
power, and one by one confronted them with the Gospel.  It is 
estimated he converted and baptized 120,000 people and built over 
300 churches.  He found Ireland fiercely pagan and left it 
resoundingly Christian.** 
 
Now: Last month, Pastor Andrew Brunson attended a celebratory 
event for his release at Capitol Hill.  You will remember, we had 
prayed for Pastor Andrew Brunson, who had been serving in Turkey 
for more than 20 years but on October 7, 2016 he was suddenly 
accused of being a terrorist and jailed.  It was three months after a 
failed coup against Turkey’s President Erdogan.  Pastor Andrew 
Brunson and his wife, Norine, had planted an evangelical church in 
the port city of Izmir, Turkey.  (This was the location of the Church 

of Smyrna mentioned in the Book of 
Revelation.)  Norine was also arrested, 
but was soon released; however, Andrew 
endured two years in prison until he was 
set free October 12, 2018. 
 
He was allowed only one visitor once a 
week, so Norine was his only contact with 
the outside world.  When he learned that the White House and 
several congressmen were lobbying for his release, he felt like it 
was a Pharaoh situation.  The more pressure that was applied 
internationally, the more stubborn the officials became and kept 
him in prison.  He was not abused or hurt in any way.  He just 
complained about being in prison.  He just wondered about God’s 
grace.  When he wasn’t in isolation, he was surrounded by nearly 20 
people praying to Allah all day long.  He heard the Quran being read 
virtually every hour because the Muslims thought if they said more 
prayers they would be released and they were desperate.  Andrew 
had to come to the place of submission to God’s purposes in prison.  
He made a decision that he would serve God’s purposes.  The first 
year he was broken and broken again.  In the second year, the Lord 
began to rebuild him.  He had read a book by Richard Wurmbrand, a 
Romanian pastor who was imprisoned and tortured by Communist 
authorities after he preached that communism is not compatible 
with Christianity.   Wurmbrand said, like King David, he danced 
before the Lord in his prison cell.  And like Wurmbrand, Andrew 
determined to do the same in his prison cell giving a sacrifice of 
praise five minutes each day.  During his last 13 months, as things 
were intensifying, he wrote a song called, “Worthy of My All” 
because he didn’t want to fail. 
 
While he was in prison, he came to understand that Christians 
worldwide were praying for his release. He also realized there had 
to be a lot more going on other than his imprisonment.  God was 
using this in a bigger and broader way for a larger harvest.  So many 
people who never thought to pray for him and for Turkey before 
were now praying.  Amazingly, a day after he was released from 
prison, he was in the Oval Office sitting next to the President.  He 
was sitting in the same chair that President Erdogan sat in a year 
earlier when President Trump asked him to release Brunson.  At this 
time Andrew prayed for our president and it was televised.  Andrew 
and Norine believe his imprisonment is part of God’s preparation for 
a harvest of souls in Turkey.  They would go back if they were able 
to.   He believes “The harvest will come during these difficult times 
and darkness.  The glory of God is going to win out.”** 
 

To Him who is able, 
Ann Miller for the Prayer Group/Chain 

 
*Luke 15:17;  
**excerpts from an article by Rev. Dr. Dr. James Kennedy 
***excerpts from CBN and Decision magazine interviews 
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N’Rich Marriage Ministry 

DOES FALLING OUT OF LOVE JUSTIFY DIVORCE?  

H 
ave you heard a friend, a family member, a colleague, or anyone say, “I’m getting a divorce 
because I don’t love him or her anymore?” Married people use the excuse of falling out of 
love as a reason for divorce all the time. It seems to be a popular escape clause. Yes, I’ve 
heard it and I’m going to guess you have too! What is your response when someone states 

this as their reason for ending their marriage? 
 

Well I went to one of my favorite sources for some solid advice – John Piper author of more than 50 
books, founder and teacher of desiringGod.org and Chancellor of Bethlehem College and Seminary.  

 

First, John Piper says, “We would be naïve, to suppose that people, young or old — will act on the basis of reason and biblical 
truth when it comes to justifying divorce. I would guess that 95 cases out of 100 people do what they want to do and then find 
reasons to do it.”  
 

He then states, “Having said that, I totally believe in speaking the truth in love because it’s God’s way. It’s God’s design that 
people should know the truth and the truth would set them free. And that context is free from sin, like leaving your husband or 
wife.” 
 

Then Piper explains what he would tell someone who says they are no longer in love with their spouse starting with emphasis on 
joy. “Oh, what joy lies ahead for those who do not break their covenant even when their hearts are broken.” How? He explains 
that married couples fall in and out of love numerous times. Maybe for a season or even within a day! He says, “It is, in my 
judgement, almost ludicrous to think that we experience ‘being in love’ the same for the entire sixty years of marriage or longer, 
just like we felt at the beginning of that relationship. That’s just utterly crazy. It is naïve and immature to think that staying 
married is mainly about staying in love.” 
 

Piper’s reasoning is that in a relationship between two sinners forced to live as close as married couples live, it is unwise to think 
that every season will be one of warmth and sweetness and sexual romance. That’s just contrary to almost the entire history of 
the world and contrary to every makeup of fallen human nature. 
 

Staying married is not first about staying in love. It’s about covenant keeping, promise keeping. Be a man and woman of your 
word, a man and woman who keeps the vows to be committed for better or for worse, a man and a woman of character. 
 

Piper also explains that falling out of love is not grounds for divorce by using the word ownership. “What I mean by ownership is 
that the union between a man and a woman isn’t theirs to break. They didn’t create it. They can’t break it. It’s not theirs. Jesus 
said, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate” Mark 10:9. 
 

He continues with, “God made the marriage union. God breaks it with death, or, as I think the Apostle Paul would say, ‘You are 
free to break your marriage covenant when Christ breaks his covenant with his bride.” 
 

The modern world of self-centeredness and self-exaltation and self-expression has taken the normal fifty-year process of falling 
in and out of love and turned it into a fifty-year process of multiple divorces and remarriages. That pattern has not and will not 
bear the fruit of joy. It leaves a trail of misery in soul and misery along the generations. 
 

Marriage is the hardest relationship to stay in and the one that promises glorious, unique, durable joys for those who have the 
character to keep their covenant. That’s what John Piper means by joy. 
 

I hope this has given you new insight and a way to explain (as it did me!) that divorce is not justified by falling out of love. 
 

Cheering for your marriage and mine, 

Renée Writt 
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God Opens A Wide Door 
Mission Report  

“BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE DOOR AND KNOCK. IF ANYONE HEARS MY VOICE AND OPENS THE DOOR,  
I WILL COME IN TO HIM AND DINE WITH HIM, AND HIM WITH ME.” - REVELATIONS 3:20 

S 
uch wonderful, encouraging words, filled with promise, and so dependent on our individual response. Jesus offers himself, but 
we must respond. This is the message of Mission Bangladesh: offering Jesus and walking through the open door of people’s 
lives in southwestern Bangladesh. 
 

Henrietta and Michael Edwards have found an open door in Sitkhira province, adjacent to the eastern border of India, where worship of 
the thousands of Hindu gods is practiced. Their message is clear: there is only one God and Jesus is His Son.  
Michael says, “We went to people in the Hindu Temple, road side shopping center, met people, and shared (with) them the gospel verse. ‘I 
am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me’ - John 14:6.” It generates great curiosity and opens 
people’s hearts and homes to have their spiritual hunger fed.  

 
Over the past few years the Edwards have faithfully walked through the doors that 
have opened in over 30 villages in this spiritually dark corner of our world. “We had 
groups, get-togethers, and personal sharing. People are thirsty for the truth and 
wholeheartedly looking for knowledge about God. There were all ages and genders of 
people gathered to listen about Jesus. We used to stay with them the whole day, share 
the gospel, and try to answer many questions, as they asked. At the end of our sharing, 
some places 40, some places 50, some places 70 people and so on responded to our call, 
stood up and joined us in prayer, accepting Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.” 
 
 

 
They continue to take the ‘light of Christ’ to new villages and are sharing His 
message with a growing number of people throughout this region with 
active outreach and discipleship through the Bible School they have 
developed. To date over 100 young people have completed their Bible study 
program. These graduates are taking the message of life in Christ back to 
their villages. “We had 35 students graduate last year. They (parents) are 
telling us they are sending their children to the Bible School. They had 
experienced many changes among themselves which are new, praiseworthy 
and appreciable. (Their children) are very much helpful in many ways, in many 
respects building our community, and many other children started following 
them. As parents, they started feeling proud of them,” said Michael. Many 
graduates hold weekly home churches in their villages. 

 
The hunger for Bible knowledge is strong and the demand for Bibles does not stop. So 
far, the Edwards have distributed over 7000 Bibles in the local language for daily reading 
and study. “Expansion is our main goal, which God had opened for us many more new 
villages and homes. We have gone door to door, home to home, and person to person. It 
was a miracle; wherever we had gone, people eagerly listening to our messages and 
responding by asking questions,” says Michael. 
 
God is saving many souls through Mission Bangladesh and has opened a mighty flood of 
salvation in part through Windwood’s support of the Edwards’ efforts on the other side 
of the world. They are our witnesses, bringing Jesus to the lost, and transforming 
thousands of lives through God’s Love. 
 

In His Grace, 

Victor Schmidt 
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YOUTH NEWS  
& RECAPS  

We had a great time at the beautiful Mo Ranch with our high school ministry! We had 38 participants 
and spent time bonding with music, games, Bible study and great food! A huge THANK YOU goes out to 
Alli Sandel for serving as our head chef and also to Lori Wiggins, Emmy Moffett, Lena Scholten & Randall 
Etnyre who all served as chaperones, drivers, and small group leaders! We could not do this without 
you! During our Bible study time, our theme was called Together: living in Christ-centered community. 
Not only was the study impactful, but we are excited to share that 5 of our students prayed to ask Jesus 
into their heart! Having the opportunity to be a witness to these young lives as they write such im-
portant chapters is a true blessing! 
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LENTEN STUDIES 
This year, we will be having  
a 40-Day Church Prayer 
Challenge that is for all ages. 
We encourage you and your 
family to join in.  If you are 
looking to also engage in a 
Bible Study, ADC has great 
options for you.   

 

“IT STARTS WITH PRAYER” CHALLENGE  
Matthew 18:19-20 tells us “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they 
ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, 

there am I with them.“  Join the Windwood Family March 6th – April 20th for this Lenten Season Prayer 
Challenge.  Each day will offer a scripture and thoughts for meditation designed to help you seek God in 
a new way and unite our voices in praise and petition to our Lord.  To access this prayer challenge, you 

can download directly from the website, request a copy emailed to you by emailing 
Drudolph@windwoodpc.org or joining in with the YouVersion App.   More information to come 

soon.  Also, make sure to check out our Facebook page for insights and updates. 

For more information on any 
of these studies or for 
RightNow Media access. email 
Meredith@windwoodpc.org.  

mailto:Drudolph@windwoodpc.org
mailto:Meredith@windwoodpc.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

. 
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EVENTS & MORE  
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- WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COUNCILS - 
Larry Zajicek, Clerk of Session   

 

Adult Discipleship - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  / Elder: Dave Smith  
Deacons: Rhonda Douglas & Stella King 

  

Common Calling Groups - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: Jami Taylor / Deacon: Harold Merkel 
  

Community Outreach - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  Elder: Dennis Samoska  / Deacon: Dave Waskowiak 
  

Congregational Care - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Sandra Samoska Deacons: Nita Hale, 
Marian Darnell,  Lisa Bodeman, Karen Samoska, Tamara Willer & Inna Pratt 

  

Finance - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Bobby Hale 
  

Higher Courts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph Elder: Jim Willimann 
  

Kids’ Ministry - Staff Liaison: Katie Miler / Elder: Bitsa Romer  
Deacon: LeeAnn Ridgley 

 

Men’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Brent Blake / Deacons: Brock Linares & Nin 
Hulett  

  

Global Missions - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Katie Miler / Deacon: Ray Ramer 
  

Personnel - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph &  Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins / Elder: Charlie Cox  
  

Property - Staff Liaison: Phil Robertson / Elder: Mike Sabotta / Deacon: Mark Hamilton 
  

Renewal Ministries - Staff Liaison: Rev. Dr. Pat Ryan  Elder: Donna Daughdrill / Deacon: Nonnie Smith 
  

Women’s Ministry - Staff Liaison: Meredith Ridenour  
 

Worship & Arts - Staff Liaison: Rev. Kevin Rudolph / Elder: David Bell / Deacon:  Ray Moore 
  

Youth Ministry - Staff Liaison: Ryan Reitzammer / Elder: Brandi Emerson  
Deacons: Emmy Bates, Randall Etnyre & Michele Peterson 

   

-TRUSTEES- 
Rick Schissler, Pam Hughes, John Rudinger & Scott Johnson 

-  WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF - 
Rev. Kevin Rudolph, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Ron Hawkins, Executive Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan, Assistant Pastor 
 

Rachel Bragg, Office Manager & Publications Lead 
 

Cindy King, Ministry Assistant to Rev. Hawkins 
 

Dan Rudolph,  Ministry Assistant to Rev. Rudolph 
 

Meredith Ridenour, Director of Community Development  
 

Ryan Reitzammer, Youth Ministry Director  
 

Katie Miler, Kid’s Ministry Director 
 

Phil Robertson, Property Manager 
 

Kerbi Blake, Receptionist 
 

Mickey Martin, Finance 
 

Joseph Akers, Music & Worship Director 
 

Bonnie Hernandez, Handbell Choir Director  
 

John Hemmenway, Organist 
 

Alison Schmidt, Pianist 
 

Michelle Asous, Adventure Preschool Director 
 

Janice Melcher, Adventure Preschool Assoc. Director 
 

Kim Watson, Provost of Kardia Christian Academy 
 

JoEllis McCall, Principal of  Kardia Christian Academy 

WINDWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
10555 Spring Cypress Rd. 

Houston, TX 77070 
281-378-4040 / windwoodpc.org 


